
Even if agriculture no longer represents a major share of GDP, it remains 
the main economic activity in rural areas and a factor of stability. Until 
the events of 2011, agricultural policy was strongly regulated by the 
State. From now on, the government is seeking to promote participatory 
decision-making methods. Agriculture is directly concerned by this review 
of national policies, and by the State’s willingness to promote ownership 
of the sector by civil society, farmers and their organizations. 

In the breeding sector, Tunisian livestock consists mainly of sheep and 
goats, with 8 million head. Two breeding models coexist in the country: 
«modern» livestock farming for economic purposes, and «traditional» 
livestock farming. Even though sheep breeding has experienced strong 
growth, the coexistence of these two systems and the lack of structure in 
the downstream sectors limit the quality and value of the products.

Improving in a 
sustainable way 
commercial 
sheep breeding 
productions

Enhancing the value 
of sheep breeding 
productions on 
profitable markets

Developing a range of 
services adapted to 
sheep breeders’ needs 
and their territories and 
make it sustainable

Groupement de Développement Agricole 
des Éleveurs de Brebis du Nord - GDAEBN 
(Sheep breeders developement group)

Context

Objectives

A still loosely organized agricultural sector

For a professional sheep breeding

Supporting GDAEBN in its viability and 
the development of its services

9 north-west governorates

Breeds concerned : Black 
from Thibar, Barbarine, Sicilo-
Sardinian...

100 farmers have 
direct access to GDAEBN 
services 

TUNISIA

Béja, headquarters of GDAEBN

Gouvernorates concerned

Capital



 

The agricultural development group of sheep breeders from the North - 
GDAEBN - has the ambition to be the main stakeholder of sheep breeding 
in this territory, and to ensure a professional sheep breeding. 

GDAEBN’s services and activities in order to improve the breeders’ 
production and better value it 
• Organization of mechanical shearing workshops
• Development of herd management advice based on the use of the sheep 

farming information and management system
• Genetic improvement through the implementation of selection schemes 
• Improvement of fodder and herd feeding systems

Strengthening and supporting the GDAEBN 
• Development and management of its services
• Strategic thinking, in terms of positioning in the meat sector, 

representativeness, delegation of public service, change of scale, 
partnership management, training of the next generation, etc. 

Actions To better produce for a greater value

In early 2018, GDAEBN signed various partnership agreements with 
Tunisian research and development institutions. All these partnerships are 
contributions to the development of the group’s services, particularly in the 
areas of genetics and herd feeding.
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In the long term, 

4 000 farmers in 
the worth-west frol Tunisia will be 
able to benefit from the services 
of the GDAEBN, either a herd of 
about 

1 500 000 
sheep

Budget

50 000€
Average annual budget
(including Fert support)

GDAEBN makes its partnerships concrete 
and operationalNews
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Contacts

Fert
5, rue Joseph et Marie Hackin 
75116 Paris
+33 1 44 31 16 70
fert@fert.fr
www.fert.fr

Find Fert on 

Fert is a member of the Céréaliers 
de France group and the 
international alliance AgriCord


